
Elective 1: Reading and Writing about World War II at a 6th Grade to 8th Grade Level

“If history were taught in the form of stories, it would never be forgotten.” Rudyard Kipling in Black and White

InTyrannical Machines,her critique of textbooks in American classrooms, Lynne Cheney suggested that teachers assign titles which have succeeded in the marketplace. I agree completely. Excellent reading experiences—the narratives that engage readers—are found in new and used bookstores not in the meetings of state textbook adoption committees. Fortunately, some of these dramatic titles are now available as free eBooks. Most of the titles which follow can be downloaded for free from theEbooks for Studentswebsite. Other recommendations are from the free ebook sites at Project Gutenberg and Standard Ebooks. These sites provide eBooks in the public domain—books more than 95 years old whose copyrights have expired. The Ebooksforstudents.org site includes newer titles provided with the permission of the copyright holders.

For the first two topics, World War II and Black History, I have supplied reading at two levels, an easy reading level of 6th-8th grade and then at a second level of 9th grade and above. I hope that all of your 9th graders will at least be able to read at the easier level so that no one will be excluded from reading in their history classes. (I used the Flesch-Kincaid grade level in Microsoft Word to provide the reading levels in the ninety eBooks which follow in all the electives.)

You will see that the eBooks on World War II are not provided in chronological order. For example, both the Philippines and Singapore fell before US bombers attacked Germany, but I added the book by the B29 pilot early because of the ideas he presented which might be useful in writing assignments. He provided provocative ideas as he wrote about his experiences bombing Germany. He wrote about democracy and the need to attend to democracy to keep democracy growing. 

But before we can turn to the US in World War II, let’s look at the cause of the war, the rise of Adolf Hitler.





The Mad Dog of Europe by Albert Nesor and Herman Mankiewicz: Hollywood Surrenders to the Nazis




[image: Hitler and his colleagues marching down a street]
At a time when demagogues rule China, Russia, and other nations around the world, it may be useful to see an example of how one ascended to power. Hitler, of course, is an extreme example in terms of the damage he did to the world and as such deserves our attention even years after he was elected to leadership in Germany. 

As you will see, The Mad Dog of Europeby the famous screenwriter, Herman Mankiewicz is accessible. The reading level is 6.3. Its back story shocked me. I am still amazed that Hollywood ever operated in such fear of the Nazis. In my nostalgia for the past, I thought that Americans were all patriots in the 30s and 40s and realized that a war against fascism was imminent. I was a little naïve. I had never thought much about why some films are produced in Hollywood, and some are not produced, to appease dictators or authoritarian governments.

The book started as a screenplay Herman Mankiewicz wrote to warn America about Hitler. The screenplay was killed in Hollywood and never produced. The country lost a warning it needed about the goals of Hitler and the Nazis. 

This surrender of Hollywood to Nazi Germany was the subject of a well-known book calledThe Collaboration: Hollywood’s Pact with Hitlerby Ben Urwand. Urwand writes:


The decision not to makeThe Mad Dog of Europewas the most important moment in all of Hollywood’s dealings with Nazi Germany. It occurred in the first year of Hitler’s rise to power, and it defined the limits of American movies for the remainder of the decade. There was an additional consequence to the decision, however, for only half of The Mad Dog of Europe was about Hitler; the other half was about his persecution of a minority group. In agreeing not to make the picture, the studio executives were setting a limit not only to what they could say about Nazis but also to what they could say about Jews.





How did Mankiewicz acquire the background to write about Hitler? Herman Mankiewicz spent part of his early career in Germany as a journalist and saw the rise of Hitler. He wroteThe Mad Dog of Europeas a screenplay in the early 1930s before Germany rearmed. He thought that a movie was needed to warn America about the danger of Hitler. But Germany through Goebbels warned Hollywood that any film connected with Mankiewicz would lead to the end of the distribution of their films in the lucrative German market. Mankiewicz and his partner Sam Jaffe shopped the film in Hollywood for the entire decade of the 1930s, but Goebbels had closed the door. Finally, Mankiewicz’s partner gave the screenplay to his agent Al Rosen who had the screenplay published as a novel. The book was originally published with Nesor as the author, which is Rosen spelled backwards.

Mad Dogis fiction, but it will give your students insights into how Hitler came to power. They will see his masterful creation of outgroups, and how by being hateful in speech after speech, year after year, legitimized hate. What was his message to Germans as he rose to power? What promises did he make? What protections did he offer? What were the ‘out’ groups in German society that he promised to destroy? How did he keep power? And they will see how his paramilitary forces terrorized citizens who might disagree. Of course, there are opportunities for your students’ opinions about the use of outgroups in political campaigns. When, for example, does the use of outgroups cross the line into demagoguery? Obviously, saying “My opponent will raise your taxes” is different than saying “my opponent is a socialist who will seize your wealth and put you in jail,” or saying my opponents are “vermin,” who presumably do not have legal rights. At what point should name calling be condemned in order to maintain civil non-violent politics?

Hitler is dead but what is our responsibility today, you might ask your students. What should the response of Apple, Facebook and American soybean exporters be to the detention of a million Muslim Uighurs in Chinese ‘re-education’ camps? What is the responsibility of individual Americans to human rights violations abroad or at home? And please see newspaper reports on the response of the NBA to the crackdown in Hong Kong. Or are human rights problems overseas not the business of the citizens of a democracy?

And with other eBooks, I have also included some possible writing assignments. As I will mention at many places in this book, I believe that writing assignments can reinforce reading. Sometimes a bit of coercion can encourage completion of the reading. If each essay about a book requires direct quotations or paraphrases, and writing without this content is returned, students may be motivated to complete the reading.




The Wounded Don’t Cry by Quentin Reynolds: The Fall of France





[image: image046]

This title shows how Britain and France suffered in the years before Pearl Harbor. By the time of Pearl Harbor in late 1941, Hitler had annexed Czechoslovakia in 1938, conquered Poland in 1939, and France in 1940. German bombers attacked British cities many nights in 1940. So, your students could continue in World War II with a book about the fall of France and life in Britain in order to see what the early years of the war were about. They could join Quentin Reynolds as he fled Paris on crowded roads, always looking out for German bombers. Then they can sit with Reynolds in the subway stations in London as he sought safety from the same German bombers. The grade level of Reynolds’ book is 4.7.




This book starts in France in the spring of 1940. The German annexation of Czechoslovakia and invasion of Poland are not described. You are with the writer on the roads fleeing Paris fearing that you will be strafed by low flying aircraft at any time. The roads are so packed with refugees that sometimes nothing moved for hours. Your car is stuck between other vehicles, wagons, and civilians on foot. In Tours, south of Paris, you will experience bombing for the first time. In The Wounded Don’t Cry, Quentin Reynolds’ descriptions are vivid. You and your students will feel like you are with him, hoping that the bombers will not arrive tonight. After surviving the fall of France, Reynolds moved to London where he saw civilians sleeping in the subways each night to avoid German bombs.

The New York Times praised the book at its publication in 1941. “In the book to which he has given that symbolic title (and which he dedicates “To my neighbors, the people of London") Quentin Reynolds has made an excellent selection of representative word pictures, which show in one clear-cut detail after another what England is going through and how English courage, endurance and humor are meeting the present happenings of war. It is a journalist's book from start to finish - a book of flashes, sharp, racy, significant: one of the very good books of its kind....

“There is depth of feeling, as of indignation, in the record of the machine-gunning of refugees on the crowded roads south from Paris,” the Times wrote. “And there is poignant sensitiveness in the personal story of how a beautiful and completely unimportant little city—Beauvais—was senselessly done to death by the enemy: ‘it could never be proud of its lovely cathedral again.’” 

The next book is not by an observer of the war in France and Great Britain, but a participant.
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The Last Enemy by Richard Hillary: The Battle of Britain
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[image: Text  Description automatically generated with medium confidence]This book shows the realities of air combat in World War II in 1940. Hillary’s memoir explodes the myth of the romance of war in the sky. The reading level is 7.1. The New York Times called it “A small masterpiece.”

Young Richard Hillary, a Spitfire pilot in the RAF, thought that flying one-on-one against Hitler’s ‘roster of rogues,’ the Luftwaffe, would be exciting, gallant, and heroic. However, when he is shot down, horribly burned and disfigured in the Battle of Britain, he faces a different battle in which he must confront the toughest enemy of all—himself—and learn true courage and heroism. 

Here are some of the editorial reviews: 

“A classic of air warfare” —Washington Post

“A haunting memoir of wartime courage”—Philadelphia Inquirer

“THE LAST ENEMY has been a classic in England since its publication. It deserves the same status here.” —Tulsa World

“A philosophical treatise on war which ranks with thebest.” —Montgomery Journal-Advertiser

If as a history teacher you are very interested in chronology, you could turn to another story by a British flyer in Last Flight from Singapore by Arthur Donohue, described later in this chapter. Singapore fell before American bombers were active in Europe as in the story below.
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Serenade to the Big Birdby Bert Stiles: American Bomber Pilots
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[image: Text  Description automatically generated with low confidence]I likedSerenade to the Big Birdbecause it was dramatic, easy to read at a 4.5 grade level, and I learned something about the lives of bomber pilots in World War II. I knew that they did not live long, but seeing how many pilots did not return from missions was still a shock.

I found their sacrifice inspiring. I found Lt. Stiles’ decision to stay in the war to be especially heroic. After he completed the 35 missions required of a bomber pilot, he could have returned to the United States. Instead, he volunteered to become a fighter pilot. He died on a mission at age 23.

And I also enjoyed seeing the solidarity of Americans as they fought fascism in Europe. Lt. Stiles didn’t mention a single incident of political division or argument in his squadron. No one was a socialist, a Marxist, or a ‘deplorable’ in the briefing rooms or in the B-29s.

I like the idea of providing a rationale for reading each book. How will you convince your students that Serenade is worthy of their time? Why ask them to read and write about a war which ended over seventy years ago?

First of all, it is a good read. Stiles was drafted out of a journalism program in college, so he came to this book with experience as a writer. “The Germans had wheeled in a mobile battery and they had us zeroed,” he wrote. “I could see the dull flashes right outside the window. The ship lurched and gagged and I could hear the stuff hitting the wings. Little slivers of glass splintered around the cockpit. The right wing bucked and I looked out there and saw smoke curling out of the oil cooler,” are examples of his writing style in this book.

I think that in addition to providing an exciting reading experience,Serenadealso offers students many opportunities to write. Hopefully your high school has moved beyond multiple-choice tests and short answer assessments, and actually provides writing assignments in its history classes. You might remind students that teachers who insist on reading and writing are not trying to mistreat them. Your teachers are aware that in college students need to be able to write well to succeed. You might show them the attrition numbers from the colleges in your area and ask them how many multiple-choice tests they expect to see in college or in the workplace. Ask them if they will need to read the directions when their supervisor asks them to program the sensor used on the bottling line or canning line in the brewery where they now work. But I digress.

A writing topic which jumps out ofSerenadeis Stiles’ views on democracy. Of course, Stiles saw democracy in Germany fail in the early 1930s. Hitler persuaded the Germans that he could protect them from the Communists and the Jews and rescue them from the Depression. Stiles says that a democracy that doesn’t grow doesn’t stay a democracy for long. You might ask students to compare Stiles’ views on democracy and their opinions on the state of our democracy in the United States in the early 2020s. What would Stiles say about the amount of money spent on elections in the United States? How much money is from ma and pa, and how much is from the special interests on Wall Street, and the pharmaceutical companies and elsewhere?

Students could also compare their opinion of the importance of voting with what Stiles thought about the topic. In many years as a writing instructor, I found that providing places for students’ voices led to more energetic responses from them. This is not surprising at all, but I wonder why the English Department did not mention this basic fact to us immediately at the very beginning of our careers. As I mentioned earlier, I always required students to paraphrase or use short direct quotations from the book we were reading in each writing assignment. Essays without references from the books were returned for rewrites. Tying reading and writing together gently coerces attention to the reading.

As your students read, they will see that Stiles also had opinions about the collective guilt of a nation, and about civilian casualties. What does he say about the collective guilt of the Germans who went along with the Nazis? Does he think that the Nazi genocide in Central and Eastern Europe reduced the rights of German civilians to life? Was the British bombing of German cities with the intention of killing civilians justified?
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Helmet for My Pillow by Robert Leckie: War in the Pacific





To this easy reading World War II elective, I would add several other books. You and your students would have a great deal of choice in reading and writing about World War II.

One book I would recommend for this first elective is so compelling that HBO turned to it for the content of the first half of its series on World War II, called the Pacific. The book is written at a 7.4. reading level. Inexpensive paperback copies are available at a large online book seller.

[image: A photo of soldiers fording a river]

Robert Leckie wroteHelmet for My Pillowafter he returned from years of fighting on island after island as a Marine in the Pacific. He was on Guadalcanal in the early days of the campaign when the Marines suffered bombing during the day and shelling by Japanese battleships during the night. In the early days on Guadalcanal, their survival was in doubt. He risked not only his life but also his mental health in fighting month after month on island after island in the Pacific. His war stretched from Guadalcanal northeast of Australia to New Britain near New Guinea to Peleliu near the Philippines, which was one of the bloodiest battles in the Pacific.

About Peleliu, he wrote: “We were pinned down, but not by mortars alone. Machine gun fire came from an invincible outpost which the Japanese had blasted out of a coral promontory jutting into the bay. We had found an opening in it, and even then were filling it with all manner of small arms fire: grenades, sticks of dynamite hurled by men who had crept up to it, or billowing fire from the flame throwers who also had gained the hole—but the answering fire continued to rake our deadly picnic ground.”

As you might expect, parts of the book are dark. Leckie lost many of his buddies in combat. But other parts are humorous. Leckie was brave, but not especially respectful of authority. He had nicknames for his superiors which were interesting. During an R&R in Australia, he went AWOL from his unit, and watched them parade down main street from the porch of a bar in the Australian town.

Obviously, I think that military history matters. Leckie's book is important. It tells us how much the Marines and Army sacrificed in the Pacific. It is part of our national heritage. Young Americans should know what it was like to go to war in the Pacific as a young adult, and the experiences of the men and women who served.

Let’s find other dramatic first-person accounts of young men and women in World War II. Other easy to read books can show the extent of the war in the Pacific, North Africa and Europe.
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Slightly Out of Focus by Robert Capa: The Early Hours of D-Day
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[image: A book cover of a soldier in water  Description automatically generated]Reviewers on Goodreads loved Slightly Out of Focus, a memoir by one of the most famous photographers of World War II. “This is a fine starting point in understanding one of photojournalism’s true masters. Charming and profound, Slightly Out of Focus is a marvelous memoir told in words and superb pictures. He just may be the greatest battlefield photographer to grace the earth,” wrote one reader. Another said that “The tone is very different from similar books from the Iraq war like Generation Kill or The Forever War. This has more of a jet set vibe as Capa hops planes to get to the front, take war photos, and then retreat back to hang out with Hemmingway or Ernie Pyle. It’s certainly a different perspective from books like To Hell and Back or With the Old Breed.” Capa’s life was much more than hanging out in bars with famous writers. He came ashore in the early hours of D-day and come have easily been killed taking his famous pictures. The book is easy reading at 7.6.


Patrol by Fred Majdalany: The British in North Africa






[image: Image of a soldier on patrol]Another book which is dramatic and easy reading for high school freshmen at a 6.9 reading level isPatrol,about the British in North Africa in World War II. It is a novel and has nothing to say about the large battles of the theater. It is a story of a few men and how they lived and died in the desert. I can’t write much about it without spoiling the story, but it is memorable.

The New York Timesloved the book. You might share this excerpt from the review with your students:

“A reader couldn’t hope for a more exciting description of the courage of men on a reconnaissance patrol, and especially of the long and the short and the tall British Tommy. Fred Majdalany, author of The Monastery was a British infantry commander in Tunisia, Monte Cassino and points north and knows his fusiliers.

“There was a wartime feature article, now familiar but none the less true, that began by quoting a headquarters communique — “Nothing to report, only patrol activity”—and then would give in detail, ironically, what a patrol actually went through. Here, in longer story form, is that truthful article retold better than ever.

“The author comes up with a striking analogy to define courage under fire. He compares it to a man’s bank account: you start out with a fixed sum. large or small, and as the days on the line and on patrol increase, your account begins to dwindle. The time finally comes when there isn’t much left to draw upon except fear. Anyone who saw the British desert rats in Tunisia in ‘43 knows that their account never ran out, and ‘Patrol’ is a stirring tribute to their courage.”
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Road to Huertgen by Paul Boesch: U. S. Army in Europe
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[image: A picture containing map  Description automatically generated]After reading this book, your students will understand more about the war in Western Europe. They will know what it was like to face artillery, mortar and machine gun fire from an enemy that did not give up after the Normandy landing. And they see how planning influenced the outcome of the five-month battle for the Huertgen Forest. The reading level is 7.2. The reviews on Goodreads aboutRoad to Huertgen: Forest in Hellare extraordinary. “It is not often that a book is written by a man who personally endured the horrors of war in very intimate terms. The reader really becomes attached to this LT as he and his unit fight against the German Army. I recommend this book to anyone who in some small way desire to appreciate what a combat infantry man endures,” said one reviewer.

Another reviewer wrote,“A grunts’ eye view of the European war. The author was a lieutenant in the infantry in the Huertgen Forest during the Battle of the Bulge. The most remarkable part of the book is the lack of contact he had with the enemy. His war involved avoiding artillery fire and mines which took a tremendous toll on the infantry. It was not until his company was ordered to attack the town of Huertgen that he experienced combat at close quarters. His account of witnessing a German die who he shot gives insight into the psychology of war.”
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Agent in Italy by S.K.: How to Survive as a Spy 
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[image: The title of the book and the author's initials S.K.]Agent in Italy is a spy story and is easy reading for high school students at a 6.4 grade level. It is also a story about how the Nazis built an industrial empire in occupied territories to feed their war machine. Your students will see that war is not just armies at the front lines, but also the struggles to find the resources to sustain the armies. 

As you will see, the author is clearing trying to inspire heroic resistance to the Nazis early in World War II. One chapter is titled, “Watched by the Gestapo.” It is possible that the author, who is known to us only as ‘S.K.,’ did not exist. Could this book be part of the British propaganda effort early in World War II designed to turn the U.S. against Germany in the years before Pearl Harbor? The book was published in 1942. Obviously, it was written earlier—in the days before Pearl Harbor. But did a spy actually write it? How could a spy be so successful in areas where the Gestapo and the Italian Secret Police were operating? It is a little hard to imagine a spy taking the detailed notes needed for this book and leaving them around in hotel rooms in Italy to be opened by the secret police. Perhaps the book is the work of the British Security Coordination, the secret unit the British set up in the Unites States to encourage American intervention in World War II.

But regardless of the question of authorship, there are topics where students could write about their values and add their voices to questions of war and courage. 

In Chapter 29, as an Italian opposed to the Nazis and the Fascist regime, would you have joined the underground in the sabotage in Spezia? And from Chapter 37, do you agree with S.K.’s explanation of why it would be foolish for the underground in Italy to rise up against the German army of occupation?Another question in Chapter 1-2 may also be worth writing about: How did S.K.’s technique for rescuing Jews from concentration camps work? Given similar risks like the situation he was facing, would you have participated in such a plan to help prisoners escape Germany?
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The Road to Stalingrad by Benno Zieser: World War II on the Eastern Front
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[image: A picture containing text, book  Description automatically generated]As an American, I am drawn to accounts of the war in western Europe where two of my uncles fought and survived, and another served in the army during the occupation of Germany. Of course for many, many families, World War II was a time of losses. For instance, my friend’s uncle died in his tank in France shortly after the invasion of Normandy. But the most important battle of World War II took place in the east, where Hitler was stopped for the first time, as the Russians surrounded a huge German army in Stalingrad and forced it to surrender after months of brutal combat in and around the city. InOn the Road to Stalingrad, Benno Zieser tells the story of a German infantryman who fought in the German invasion in the months before Stalingrad and then in Stalingrad. 

The vocabulary is simple at a 4.2 reading level, but your students will probably slow down to process the slaughter that Zieser describes. You will read of the hundreds who died in front of Zieser on the Eastern Front every day from machine gun fire, mortars, long range artillery, and daytime and overnight bombings. Your students will keep turning the pages to see if he survives.
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An Army of Amateurs by Philippe De Vomecourt: The French Resistance to Nazi Occupation
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[image: Text, letter  Description automatically generated]An Army of Amateursis the incredible story of the resistance of the ordinary Frenchman in the street to the Nazis—secretly sapping the strength of the invading armies until the final Allied victory. Here is a picture of a group of dedicated but inexperienced citizens who risked their lives and displayed enormous courage—winning despite the many blunders that amateurs were bound to make.

Philippe De Vomécourt, who with his two brothers, and the aid of Great Britain, helped to organize the resistance. He began his operations by obtaining a job with the Nazis as an inspector of railroad trucks-enabling him to see that these trucks failed to get to the proper destination, to plan ‘escape routes,’ and assist in smuggling Jews to safety. This book could lead to any number of writing assignments. What would your response have been to an enemy occupation? Would you have risked as much as theVomécourts did during an occupation by a foreign power? As mentioned earlier, I always found that providing a space for the voices of students led to more energetic, enthusiastic essays.

The reading level is 7.1.




 Give Us This Day by Sidney Stewart: Solidarity in World War II




[image: image073]
The newspaper blurbs aboutGive Us This Dayare extraordinary. “Unforgettable” wroteThe New York Times, for example.The Chicago Tribunesaid, “I have read scores of books that came out of World War II, but I have read none that took such a tremendous grip on my emotions, nor one that evoked so strikingly the horror of war...This is more than a book, finely written as it is—it is a living experience.”

The content is very easy reading at 4.3, but there are scenes of brutality throughout the book as it describes the Bataan Death March. This is a book I would read well before sharing it with students.

I liked the book because its main theme was solidarity. The men who lived to the end of captivity survived because of their love for each other and their support for each other every day. This theme of solidarity appeals to me a great deal at this time in American history, but is the violence too much to start a semester with? It would fit easily in an elective on World War II or War in the Pacific with any of the other books on the Pacific War. Or perhaps there could be an elective called Solidarity and Division: What Connects and Disconnects Americans: Past and Present?
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Last Flight from Singapore by Arthur Donahue: The Fall of Singapore
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[image: A plane in the sky]What other books about World War II made strong impressions on me? 

I could not imagine the life of a British fighter pilot during the fall of Singapore. Donahue and his fellow pilots wanted to fight but had to flee Singapore quickly to survive. As you follow Arthur Donahue, from day to day and hour to hour, you will see how quickly Japan swept through Southeast Asia after Pearl Harbor in 1941.

Experience mattered, as you might expect. Japan had been at war in China throughout much of the 1930s and sent veteran troops into Malaya, routing inexperienced Brits and their Indian colonial troops. Singapore soon fell, and Donahue in Last Flight from Singapore hopped from airdrome to airdrome as the Japanese invasion pushed his squadron to the east into Sumatra. The reading level is 8.7.

Your students will meet thepilots who survived the fall of Singapore and flew to Dutch airfields in Sumatra. What are the takeaways for students, they might ask. Of course, the practice of reading builds fluency in reading, as students create maps of how the world is organized. And new books introduce new vocabulary. And your students can see the flow of history as an empire ended. The British colonies in Asia before World War II included India, Malaya, Hong Kong, and what is now Pakistan. The areas are now free except for Hong Kong, which is controlled by China.

The French fared much worse in Asia after World War II than the Brits, as you will see later in the electives about Vietnam. They wanted to cling to their colonies in Indochina, but the Vietnamese and Cambodians wanted freedom.Unfortunately, as we all know, the French were able to pull their most powerful ally, the United States, into their struggle to retain power in Asia. So, the United States did not escape the tragedy of colonial empires. Of course, our desire to help the French was also mixed with an anti-communism, which dominated political thought at the time.

How the Cold War, with incidents such as the Berlin Airlift, where we faced Russia, and the war in Korea, where we faced North Korea and Red China, influenced American decisions to intervene in Indochina we will see in the Elective on the Cold War, Korea and Vietnam.
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Escape from Corregidor by Edgar D. Whitcomb: The Fall of the Philippines
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[image: A picture containing a rifle with the Japanese flag in the background]Another exciting narrative of escape is the experience of Americans fleeing the Philippines as it fell to the Japanese after Pearl Harbor. These GIs did not have airplanes at their disposal to fly away in, or ships to sail. They began their escape with a long life-threatening swim to escape from the garrison which was about to surrender on Corregidor.

At each stop in their escape down the coast of the Philippines, capture or worse was possible. Your students will see how much determination and courage matter. The reading level of Escape from Corregidor is 7.7

In the next elective, we will look at books reporting on World War II with more difficult reading levels of 9th to 10th grade.




Note:

So how can teachers discover grade levels? I paste chapters from eBooks directly into Microsoft Word and run Editor, Documents Stats in Word 365, or, in Word 2016, Review, Spelling, and Grammar. But first before this would work in Microsoft Word 2016, where I had to go to File, More, Options, Proofing, and clicked to turn on Readability statistics.




© Jim McCabe
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The 2019 achievement-level results at grade 12 reflect the score decreases for lower-performing students when compared to 2015.
There was no significant change in the percentage of twelfth-grade students performing at or above NAEP Proficient in 2019

compared to 2015; however, 30 percent of twelfth-graders performed below NAEP Basicin 2019, which was 2 percentage points
higher than in 2015.
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comprehension of texts, students performing at the different levels demonstrate a range of skills.
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