


Publisher’s Note: 

This document is about the C.I.A.’s assistance to the British Secret Intelligence Service 
(SIS), now called MI-6, in the overthrow of the democratically elected Premier Mossadegh 
of Iran is based on the earlier work of the National Security Archive at George Washington 
University and the investigations of the New York Times. See the National Security Archive’s 
work at https://nsarchive2.gwu.edu/NSAEBB/NSAEBB28/ and the New York Times’ report 
at  
http://www.nytimes.com/library/world/mideast/041600iran-cia-index.html.  

According to the National Security Archive, “This extremely important document is one of 
the last major pieces of the puzzle explaining American and British roles in the August 1953 
coup against Iranian Premier Mohammad Mossadeq.  Written in March 1954 by Donald 
Wilber, one of the operation's chief planners, the 200-page document is essentially an 
after-action report, apparently based in part on agency cable traffic and Wilber's interviews 
with agents who had been on the ground in Iran as the operation lurched to its conclusion. 

“Long-sought by historians, the Wilber history is all the more valuable because it is one of 
the relatively few documents that still exists after an unknown quantity of materials was 
destroyed by CIA operatives – reportedly "routinely" – in the 1960s, according to former CIA 
Director James Woolsey.  However, according to an investigation by the National Archives 
and Records Administration, released in March 2000, "no schedules in effect during the 
period 1959-1963 provided for the disposal of records related to covert actions and, 
therefore, the destruction of records related to Iran was unauthorized." (p. 22)  The CIA now 
says that about 1,000 pages of documentation remain locked in agency vaults…” 

Not surprisingly, I have not been able to find a single reference to this coup or the damage it 
did to Iran in a World History textbook in the United States. There is an interesting report on 
how maintaining control of Iran’s oil helped the British economy at the time. See “The 
Economics of Overthrow: The United  States, Britain, and the Hidden Justification of 
Operation TPAJAX” by Torey L. McMurdo at https://www.cia.gov/resources/csi/static/The-
Economics-of-Overthrow.pdf. 

Jim McCabe 

https://nsarchive2.gwu.edu/NSAEBB/NSAEBB28/
http://www.nytimes.com/library/world/mideast/041600iran-cia-index.html
https://www.cia.gov/resources/csi/static/The-Economics-of-Overthrow.pdf
https://www.cia.gov/resources/csi/static/The-Economics-of-Overthrow.pdf






June 18, 2000

Editor's Note: 

The C.I.A.'s history of the 1953 coup in Iran is
made up of the following documents: a historian's
note, a summary introduction, a lengthy narrative
account written by Dr. Donald N. Wilber, and, as
appendices, five planning documents he attached.
On April 16, 2000, The New York Times on the Web
published the introduction and several of the
appendices.

The Times has now decided to publish the main body
of the text after removing certain names and
identifying descriptions. The editing was done after
consultations with historians who believed
there might be serious risk that the families of
some of those named as foreign agents would face
retribution in Iran.

The introductory summary and the main body
of the document are inconsistent on a few dates
and facts. In its reporting on the document, the
Times has relied upon details presented in the
main body of the text.

The table of contents provides navigation throughout
the document. Each entry is linked to the relevant
section of this file. The table of contents page
appears at the end of each chapter and appendix.  
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