Jim McCabe ENG 101.50--January 6, 1996
Syllabus---Part 1

Required Texts: (Both of them are in the LaGuardia Bookstore.)

1. Thurgood Marshall, Warrior at the Bar, Rebel on the Bench by Michael
D. Davis and Hunter R. Clark. | describe this book below.

3. Keys for Writers by Ann Raimes. Published by Houghton Mifflin. This
book shows you the mechanics of the research paper such as
parenthetical documentation and bibliographies.

Our major topic this semester is youth in the past and present, and the
problems that American youth face. | am interested in how our children and
teenagers develop their aspirations for the future. In other words, how do children
develop their ideas or images of what they will become in the future. In addition to
reading assignments in our books, there will be a number of articles distributed in
class about youth and American society.

Why are we reading about Thurgood Marshall, if our main topic is youth?
Marshall, as you may remember, was the first Afro-American on the Supreme Court,
our highest court which decides if local legal decisions comply with our constitution.
As you read to page 46 which you will need to do to write essay 1, you will see the
role of Marshall's parents in his life. Think about his parents. Were they active or
passive? Did their own educations and interests influence his education and
interests? What did you learn about his peer group during his teenage years? Was his
teenage peer group or his parents the major-influence when he was a teenage!?

| think that we can use this biography as a startina point for discussing and
writing about a number of issues: parents and peer groups, socialization in general,
politics and civil rights, the obstacles of the past--the racism of the Jim Crow period,
the obstacies youth face in this country today, how politics and ecology influence our
aspirations, etc.

Essay One--the rough draft is due on January 13;.the final draft is due on
January 15. In this essay please compare how Marshall's parents and grandparents
raised him and what they expected of him, with the actions of parents in New York
City today. You might write about the difficulties of raising children in both eras. In
which era, Baltimore of the 1920's with its Jim Crow laws, or in New York City today,
is the job of parenting more difficult? Why?

My goal is to compare parenting in the past and the present and in this way
compare society in the past and present. We will use Thurgood Marshall and his
parents as an example of the past.

1. You could start with a general introduction such as this:

Parents of every generation face challenges. Parent have many responsibilities
to their children. They have to . Several more sentences.

We will write this introduction in class on Wednesday.

2. Then a transition: One example of successful parenting is the life of
Thurgood Marshall--a famous Supreme Court justice.

3. Then go into the past--explain how Marshall's parents raised him with
quotes from the book. Please use at least one long or short quote from the book to
back up your ideas about Marshall and please cite the page. We will review MLA
citations in class on Wednesday.

4. Another transition to get to the present.

5. Then your opinions on parenting in the present.
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Buddy Boys is a very interesting book. It shows how cops
nowadays deal with society. We think that cops are all about helping
society from crime, robbers, ect., but the truth is that cops are
robbing people just as well. There are selling and taking drugs from
the streets and making negotiations with dealers.

Certain cops need to be stopped and be put behind bars. The
cops' main spot was located at the streets of Brooklyn, where all the
drugs were located. They would run the streets by making drug
dealers pay them off weekly for the return of not being turned in.
Cops will also bust into a dealer's apartement, and take all their
money and drugs away and sell them back to the dealers for double
the amount.

They were so into making more money, that they decided to
make there own little organization of cops , called "Buddy Boys,"
which they were able to reach each other through the radio with out
any one tracing them down whenever they made a raid.

Buddy Boys is a very terrific book, which | recomend to others
to read and enjoy and learn more about cops in New York and how

they deal with today's society.
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